
NEWS
Coming Meetings.
American Medical Association, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,

June 12 to 16, Olin West, M. D., 535 North Dearborn
Street, Chicago, Secretary.

California Medical Association, Riverside, California,
spring of 1934. (Date to be announced later.)

Pacific Coast Oto-Ophthalmological Society, San Fran-
cisco, June 28 to 30, Frederick C. Cordes, 384 Post
Street, San Francisco, Secretary.

Western Branch of the American Urological Association,
Vancouver, B. C., August 3 to 5, George W. Hartman,
M. D., Secretary.

Medical Broadcasts.*
American Medical Association Health Talks.-The

American Medical Association broadcasts on Monday
and Wednesday from 9:45 to 9:50 a. m. (central stand-
ard time) over station WBBM (770 kilocycles, or
389.4 meters).
There is also a fifteen-minute talk, sponsored by the

association, on Saturday morning from 9:45 to 10 over
station WBBM.

San Francisco County Medical Society.-The San Fran-
cisco County Medical Society broadcasts every Tues-
day from station KFRC, 4 to 4:15 p. m., and over
station KJBS from 11:15 to 11:30 a.m.
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Los Angeles County Medical Association.-The radio
broadcast program for the Los Angeles County Medi-
cal Association for the month of June is as follows:
Tuesday, June 6-KFI, 10:15 to 10:30 a. m., and

KECA, 9:45 to 10 a. m. Subject: The Superior Child.
Tuesday, June 13-KFI, 10:15 to 10:30 a. m., and

KECA, 9:45 to 10 a. m. Subject: The Alibi of Fat.
Tuesday, June 20-KFI, 10:15 to 10:30 a. m., and

KECA, 9:45 to 10 a. m. Subject: Exercise for the
Middle-Aged.
Tuesday, June 27-KFI, 10:15 to 10:30 a. m., and

KECA, 9:45 to 10 a. m. Subject: Why Do You
Worry?

Doctor Chandler Named Dean. -Dr. Loren R.
Chandler, assistant clinical professor of surgery at the
Stanford University Medical School, has been named
dean of the school by the university board of trus-
tees, meeting in regular session.

Doctor Chandler succeeds Dr. Henry G. Mehrtens,
acting dean, who died last February. Doctor Mehrtens
replaced the late Dean Willian Ophuls.

It is believed that Doctor Chandler will be one of
the youngest, if not the youngest, medical deans in
the country. His appointment means that the medical
school will be tied in closer with the Stanford medical
alumni.
Doctor Chandler was graduated from Stanford Uni-

versity in 1920.-Neqs Item.

"The Hebrew Physician."-The third issue of The
Hebre'w Physician (Harofeh Hoibri), the only Hebrew
medical journal published outside of Palestine, edited
by Dr. Moses Einhorn, has just made its appearance.

All physicians who are interested in this journal are
requested to communicate with The Hebrew Phy-
sician, 983 Park Avenue, New York City.

e County societies giving medical broadcasts are re-
quested to send information as soon as arranged (giving
station, day, date and hour, and subject) to CALIFORNIA
AND WESTERN MEDICINE, 450 Sutter Street, San Francisco,
for inclusion In this column.
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The 1933 Graduate Fortnight of the New York
Academy of Medicine.-Metabolic Disorders will be
the theme of the 1933 Graduate Fortnight of the New
York Academny of Medicine. Two weeks of intensive
study, from October 23 to November 3 inclusive, will
be devoted to this important branch of medical science.
A complete program and registration blank may be
secured by addressing Dr. Frederick P. Reynolds, The
New York Academy of Medicine, 2 East 103rd Street,
New York City.

Guest Physicians Visit University of California
School.-As a part of the general background train-
ing of future physicians of the state the University
of California Medical School recently held four lec-
tures by visiting medical scientists of note.
The visitors were: Dr. George W. Crile, head of

the Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio; Dr. J. C. Drum-
mond, professor of biochemistry at University College,
University of London; Dr. William H. Park, director
of the laboratories of the New York Department of
Public Health; and Colonel William R. Dear of the
Army Medical Corps.
Doctor Drummond spoke on the general subject of

vitamins and the clinical features of diseases caused
by a lack of these essential food factors. Colonel Dear
spoke on his experiences as senior medical officer with
the American Russian Relief Mission.

Viosterol Overdoses Declared Dangerous.-Caution
against too large doses of viosterol, artificial vitamin D,
which is widely used as a preventive of rickets in
babies, was urged by Dr. Agnes Fay Morgan of the
University of California, before the meeting of the
Federation of American Societies for Experimental
Biology at Cincinnati on May 3.
Doctor Morgan and associates reported a new

method of studving bones to find out how they were
affected by vitamin D. Doctor Morgan's studies vith
rats have convinced her that the largest safe dose of
viosterol is very much less than previously supposed.

Overdoses of this substance seem to produce kidney
injury, which Doctor Morgan believes is the cause of
death of animals receiving too much viosterol. She
emphasized that it is unwise and unsafe for mothers
to buy this potent substance and give it to their chil-
dren without a physician's directions as to the amount
of the dose.

Western Branch Society of the American Urological
Association. -The Western Branch Society of the
American Urological Association will hold its next
annual meeting at Vancouver, B. C., on August 3, 4,
and 5, 1933. A splendid program is under preparation,
one of the important items being a symposium on the
newest and one of the oldest subjects in urology,
prostatic resection. One of the authors has traced the
history of this subject for over one hundred years
and will present a moving picture. Many other impor-
tant subjects of interest to the general practitioner as
well as the urologist will be discussed. The railroads
will have special rates. Golf and other entertainment
will be available. All members of the medical pro-
fession are invited to the scientific sessions.

Physicians contemplating attendance can get fuller
details and make reservations with the secretary, Dr.
George W. Hartman, 999 Sutter Street, San Francisco.

University of California Improves the Vaccine
Treatment of Whooping-Cough.-A new whooping-
cough vaccine which promises more effective treatment
of this disease and less danger of untoward reactions
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than the vaccines now in use has recently been de-
veloped by Dr. Albert Paul Krueger, associate pro-
fessor of bacteriology at the University of California,
with the assistance of Mrs. V. 0. Nichols, research
associate in bacteriology.
Announcement of this new vaccine, or pertussis

antigen, as it is called, was made on May 6 before the
Pediatrics Research Society in New York, following
a preliminary series of tests on 202 cases of whooping-
cough in California children. These clinical tests were
made by Dr. Minnola Stallings, instructor in pedi-
atrics, Dr. J. M. Frawley, Fresno physician, and Dr.
Francis Scott Smyth, professor of pediatrics, all on
the staff of the University Hospital. It is stated that
the University of California vaccine differs from others
in that no heat or chemicals are used in preparing it.
It is believed that some of the less desirable reactions
of whooping-cough vaccines have been due to heat de-
natured proteins. To avoid this possibility the new
vaccine has been prepared by mechanical means.

CORRESPONDENCE
Subject of Following Letter: Comment on the Splen-

did Services of Dr. Junius B. Harris, Chairman of
the Committee on Public Policy and Legislation.*

Dear Doctor Kelly:-Knowing the modesty of Dr.
Junius B. Harris, I imagine that when he presents
his report on legislation to the Council of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association he will refrain from telling
you and the Council members about the real work and
worry that he expended in behalf of organized medi-
cine. As one who saw him in action day and night
during the legislative session, I am taking the liberty
of making a few observations in the hope that you
will pass them on to your colleagues.

I fear that the average man, be he engaged in a
busy practice in a metropolitan office building or sit-
ting in a small room over the village drug store, has
little, if any, conception of the dangers that threaten
his professional future at the hands of our lawmakers.
Certainly I know that unless he has actually visited
Sacramento he cannot conceive of the immense amount
of work and responsibility that devolves upon the
chairman of your Committee on Legislation and Public
Policy.
Through years of close contact with affairs around

the Capitol, Doctor Harris has built up a remarkable
acquaintance with legislators and department heads.
His opinions and suggestions are given respectful
hearing. In all committees he was treated with the
courtesy and dignity that befits his official position.
The only deviation being the attack by Senator Tickle
upon the floor of the Senate. He is at. all times the
doctor and never the politician. Hewing steadfastly
to his course and never becoming involved in any side
issues.
His personal sacrifice to attend to the duties of his

office in the California Medical Association is tre-
mendous. Day after day he devoted long hours to
committee meetings or personal work with members
of the legislature while patients waited or went else-
where. It must be rightfully assumed that he lost a
vast amount of practice during the legislative session
because he could not be in the Capitol and in his office
or the hospital at the same time.

It was a rare occasion when he was able to retire
before one or two o'clock in the morning. Then up
early for the morning committee meetings. The physi-
cal strain alone was terrific.
With a well-established practice and an enviable

position in his profession, Doctor Harris would be
* This is a communication from Mr. Ben Read, execu-

tive secretary of the Public Health League of California,
which was read to the California Medical Association
Council on May 27, and by it ordered to be printed in the
June California and Western Medicine. The report of
the chairman of the Committee on Public Policy and
Legislation was also ordered to be printed, and will be
found on page 474.

perhaps among the last of those affected by any legis-
lative action. Selfishly he need have little concern over
what the legislature does, but in the interest of his
profession, in the interest of the man "too busy" to
give any thought to political or economic subjects, he
makes a great sacrifice financially and physically.
The medical profession of California owes a tre-

mendous debt of gratitude to Junius B. Harris, and it
is in the hope that my feeble words may in some way
carry home to your profession a realization of the
great service he has performed that I take the liberty
of addressing you.

S?ncerely yours,
BEN H. READ.

Subject of the Following Letter: Excerpts from a
Personal Letter from Dr. Rupert Blue, former
Surgeon-General of the United States Public
Health,Service, on Subject of Bubonic Plague and
Rat-Proofing Measures.

To the Editor:-Your letter of March 15 has been
received. It was like a voice from the past, bringing
pleasant recollections of our association in the work
of absorbing interest and national importance....

I shall be very glad to have you publish the paper
on "Plague Control in 1903." . . . It is recalled, how-
ever, that the first permanent anti-rat and anti-plague
measures were instituted in Chinatown in 1903-1904
and that they were successful beyond our fondest ex-
pectations. There was nothing in the literature on the
subject and no criterion to guide us, and we were
compelled to proceed in the face of organized opposi-
tion from the press, the people, and, sad to relate, from
some of the leading medical men of San Francisco.
It has been aptly said that the advocates of the revolu-
tionary travel a hard road, and it was true with us.

It was a new orientation of an old problem; that
is to say, to place the entire blame for the spread and
continuance of the plague upon the rodent. Up to that
time it was believed that the human factor played the
principal or the only r6le in the dissemination and
continuance of the disease. We proved, in 1903-1904,
that sanitarians could ignore the human factor and
depend entirely upon rodent extermination as a reli-
able measure of control. If this were true, then we
had to devise better methods of extermination than
the accustomed routine of poisoning and fumigation.
The conclusion was soon reached that we had to build
them out by the use of impervious material upon
foundations, walls, and approaches. In other words,
the prevention of harborage and breeding were the
objectives we had in mind-that is to say, rat-proofing.
As you may recall, the mode of transmission of

plague from rat to man by means of rat fleas was not
known until 1906 or 1907, at which time the British
Plague Commission published the results of their
experimental work in India. Prior to this work, how-
ever, we had established the fact in 1904 that plague
could be controlled by the application of anti-rat
measures in Chinatown. The rat-proofing of build-
ings as an anti-plague measure was inaugurated at
that time and was elaborated upon and proved beyond
the peradventure of a doubt during the larger epidemic
in 1907-1908.

Yours sincerely,
RUPERT. BLUE.

1808 Eye Street, Washington, D. C.

Subject of Following Letter: Treatment of Impetigo
To the Editor:-For eight years now it has been my

province to make a yearly routine examination of our
high school boys here in Palo Alto, as school phy-
sician. In this work I have had opportunity to note
the incidence of impetigo among three or four hun-
dred boys annually. The last two years, as physician
in charge of the small infirmary attached to the Palo
Alto Shelter, for the transient unemployed, my field
of observation has been widened. Our records there


